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Structure, Function, and Interrelationships
Moulds Are Fungi

L I V I N G  WO R L D
Achievement Aim One:

Gain an understanding of order and pattern in the
diversity of living organisms, including the special
characteristics of New Zealand plants and animals.
Achievement Aim Two:

Investigate and understand relationships between
structure and function in living organisms.

M A T E R I A L  WO R L D
Achievement Aim Three:

Investigate reactions, and applications of these,
in chemical processes.
Achievement Aim Four:

Make informed decisions about the interrelationship
of chemical substances and processes, with technology,
people, and the environment.

About the overview
The diagram below shows the science concepts outlined
in this book.  The arrows show the links between
concepts and how they might build in sequence.
A “big idea” shows how a fully developed understanding
of the concepts might look.  Such an understanding
might not be achieved until level 7 or 8.  The big ideas
are included to help you build appropriate concepts
with your children, whatever their age.

Concept Overview

Moulds are
members of the
fungus group of
living things.

Big Idea

Moulds are
a type of fungus.

Mould threads are very
tiny.  We can only see
moulds where a whole

colony of mould
threads grows.

Mould colonies reproduce
and grow where the

conditions meet their
needs – for organic matter,
warmth, air, and moisture.

Moulds can grow.

Like all living
things, moulds

have to meet their
survival needs.

Big Idea

Moulds break down
materials as they digest
them and then absorb the

broken-down food.

Moulds get their “food”
from organic materials

(as animals do).

In meeting their
own needs, moulds
cause changes to
other materials.

Big Idea

The changes moulds make
to materials are sometimes

helpful to us and
sometimes harmful.

Moulds change the
materials they grow on.

We can use
technologies to

prevent or
promote the

growth of moulds.

Big Idea

Moulds have features of both plants and animals.

Science Concepts

People can promote helpful changes by providing one
or more of the conditions moulds need, for example, warmth

and moisture in a compost bin.

Moulds don’t look like
either plants or animals.
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