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Science Concepts

Trees that have been bare
blossom and grow new

leaves in spring.

In spring, many animals
begin to moult.

Migratory animals return to
New Zealand in spring.

Many baby animals hatch or
are born in spring.

Changing day length and temperature are the
signals that co-ordinate the responses of living

things to overall seasonal changes.

Big Idea

In spring, the positions on
the horizon where the Sun
rises and sets are different
from the winter positions.

In spring, the days grow
longer, so the nights get

shorter.

In spring, the Sun is higher
in the sky in the middle
of the day than in winter.

Big Idea
Seasonal changes are
related to the tilt of
Earth relative to the

Sun.
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In spring, the average daily
temperature usually starts

to rise.

Big Idea
Changes in the lower
atmosphere that we

experience as weather
are related to

temperature and
pressure differences in
adjacent air masses.

People wear lighter clothing
on warmer days.

Plants that are
annuals usually

germinate in spring.

In spring, the Sun rises
earlier and sets later.

In spring, the weather is
changeable from day to day.

In spring, there is a lot of
food for mothers and babies.

Some plants only flower
in spring.

In spring, it is often windy. Many animals only have
babies in spring.

Many plants grow faster in
spring.

In spring, some days are warmer than in winter.

In spring, we experience many changes around us.

Spring Is a Season
How Living Things Respond to Seasonal Changes

L I V I N G  WO R L D
Achievement Aim Three:
Investigate and understand how organisms grow,
reproduce, and change over generations.

P L A N E T  E A R T H  A N D  B E Y O N D
Achievement Aim Three:
Investigate and understand relationships between planet
Earth and its solar system, galaxy, and the universe.

About the overview
The diagram below shows the science concepts outlined
in this book and in the level 1–2 companion book,
Spring. The arrows show the links between concepts
and how they might build in sequence.  A “big idea”
shows how a fully developed understanding of the
concepts might look.  Such an understanding might
not be achieved until level 7 or 8.  The big ideas are
included to help you build appropriate concepts with
your children, whatever their age.

Concept Overview
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