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Fossils

Digging up the Past

Building Science Concepts

Concept Overview
About the overview
The diagram below shows the science concepts outlined
in this book. The arrows show the links between
concepts and how they might build in sequence.
A “big idea” shows how a fully developed understanding
of the concepts might look. Such an understanding
might not be achieved until level 7 or 8. The big ideas
are included to help you build appropriate concepts
with your children, whatever their age.

PLANET EARTH AND BEYOND

Achievement Aim Two:
Investigate the geological history of planet Earth and
understand that our planet has a long past and has
undergone many changes.

Big Idea

Big Idea

Fossils provide a record of previous life
and living conditions on Earth.

Fossils can form only where the remains
or other traces of living things are
preserved from the normal processes
of decay and disintegration.

4
New discoveries of fossils are often made where
there is fresh (new) exposure of sedimentary rock,
either by natural processes or human activity.

By discovering and studying
ancient fossils, we can find
out about living things that
were on Earth before there
were people.

Many plants and animals
that lived on Earth in the
past can no longer
be seen alive.

Fossils give us clues about
life in the past.

The formation of fossils is a constant,
natural process.

Fossils give us information
about the conditions
at the time when they
were formed.

The processes that gradually
change sediments into rocks
also help fossils to form.

Fossils are usually
found in rocks.

Living things rot away and
disintegrate after they die
unless something happens
to preserve them.

Fossils are the preserved
remains of living
things or of traces
of their activities.

Very few living things
survive as fossils after
they die.
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