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Life between the Tides
Sandy Shores, Mudflats, and Rocky Shores

Building Science Concepts

Concept Overview
About the overview
The diagram below shows the science concepts outlined
in this book and in the level 3-4 companion book,
Tidal Communities. The arrows show the links between
concepts and how they might build in sequence. A
“big idea” shows how a fully developed understanding
of the concepts might look. Such an understanding
might not be achieved until level 7 or 8. The big
ideas are included to help you build appropriate
concepts with your children, whatever their age.
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Living things
depend on one
another and on the
non-living
environment in
which they live.
Beach ecosystems are a
balance of living and nonliving elements, which
interact with each other.

L I V I N G WO R L D

Achievement Aim Four:
Investigate local ecosystems and understand the
interdependence of living organisms, including humans,
and their relationship with their physical environment.

Big Idea
Changes in any
element of the living
or non-living
environment may
affect the
relationships between
living things and
lessen or improve the
chances of some
species surviving.
People can cause drastic
changes to beaches from
which recovery may be
difficult. People can also
intervene to aid that recovery.

If there are dramatic
changes in the population
of any species living at the
beach, other species there
may be affected too.

If changes to the beach
are not too drastic, living
things there are able to
accommodate or recover
from the changes.

The beach provides each
type of living thing found
there with food and shelter.

Changes to the beach may
affect the ability of living
things there to obtain
food and find shelter.

Some beaches have a
greater variety and number
of organisms living there
than other beaches.

Every beach has a range of
habitats; in each habitat
different kinds of living
things can be found.

There are many kinds of
living things at the beach.

There are various kinds
of beaches, and the way
they look is constantly
changing.
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