Life cycle of a green-lipped mussel

Metamorphosis of mature larva
to juvenile mussel. Juvenile

mussel is attached to seaweed
while this happens.

Growth of
trochophore to
\ veliger (mature
‘ e \ larva) — this takes
about 30 days.
Trochophores swim

o -~ / .
juvenile ) veliger freely around the
mussel (mature plankton.
larva) \ y

Trochophore (immature
mussel larva) hatches
from fertilised egg

O fertilised egg

External fertilisation

Mussels mature (about 18-24

months). Male mussels are white
while female mussels are orange.
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