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Spiders Everywhere!
Silk-spinning Carnivores in Our World

Building Science Concepts

4

3

Concept Overview
About the overview
The diagram below shows the science concepts outlined
in this book. The arrows show the links between the
concepts and how they might build in sequence.
A “big idea” shows how a fully developed understanding
of the concepts might look. Such an understanding
might not be achieved until level 7 or 8. The big ideas
are included to help you build appropriate concepts
with your children, whatever their age.

L I V I N G WO R L D

Achievement Aim One:
Gain an understanding of order and pattern in the
diversity of living organisms, including the special
characteristics of New Zealand plants and animals.
Achievement Aim Two:
Investigate and understand relationships between
structure and function in living organisms.
Achievement Aim Four:
Investigate local ecosystems and understand the
interdependence of living organisms, including humans,
and their relationship with their physical environment.

Big Idea

Big Idea

Big Idea

Arthropods are one
large invertebrate
classification group.

Related animals show
different adaptations for
their unique lifestyles.

Spiders are ecologically
diverse, with important
roles to play in most
communities of living
things.

Some spiders are native
to New Zealand.

Some spiders are adapted to live
in a wide range of environments.

Some native spiders are under
threat because of habitat destruction
and competition from introduced
spiders.

Spiders and insects are different
and similar in key ways.

Spiders are adapted to survive in
their own particular environments.

Spiders are part of many food
chains and webs.

There are lots of different sorts
of spider.

Different spiders have different
ways of getting their food.

Some spiders eat animals that
are pests to people.

All spiders have the same pattern
of body parts.

All spiders can spin silk,
but different spiders use it
in different ways.

Spiders eat
other animals.

Science Concepts

Spiders live
in lots of
different places.

