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The Land Changes
Keeping Earth’s Systems in Balance to Sustain Life

Building Science Concepts

Concept Overview
PLANET EARTH AND BEYOND

About the overview
The diagram below shows the science concepts outlined
in this book. The arrows show the links between the
concepts and how they might build in sequence. A “big
idea” shows how a fully developed understanding of
the concepts might look. Such an understanding might
not be achieved until level 7 or 8. The big ideas are
included to help you build appropriate concepts with
your children, whatever their age.

Achievement Aim Two:
Investigate the geological history of planet Earth and
understand that our planet has a long past and has
undergone many changes.
Achievement Aim Four:
Investigate how people’s decisions and activities change
planet Earth’s physical environment, and develop a
responsibility for the guardianship of planet Earth and
its resources.
L I V I N G WO R L D

Achievement Aim Four:
Investigate local ecosystems and understand the
interdependence of living organisms, including humans,
and their relationship with their physical environment.
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Big Idea

Big Idea

Big Idea

Our activities can impact
on planet Earth’s
systems in ways we don’t
often anticipate or are
not aware of until other
changes become
evident.

Naturally occurring
processes contribute
to changes in planet
Earth’s systems.

The living and non-living
things that make up
planet Earth are closely
interlinked and delicately
balanced. Changes to
one thing result in
changes to others.

If we understand what effects are likely to occur as a result of changes to the land,
we can make choices about safety for ourselves and for other living things.

Some changes occur so
slowly that we don’t notice
them happening.
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We can’t always predict all the
changes that will result from
one initial change.

Some changes happen very
quickly; others happen
more slowly. Some changes
occur only once;
others are continuous.

Changes to the land affect the
plants and animals that live
there. Changes to plants and
animals affect the land where
they live.

The activities of people
change the land, often
on a large scale.

Geological processes
and the activities
of living things change
the land.

Science Concepts

One change to the landscape
may lead to other changes.

The land is always
changing.

